
HHS PTSA Parent Meeting Minutes, Feb. 11, 2018 

Guidance Department Retirement: 

Lou announced that Velva Edwards will be retiring at the end of the school year. 

However, she has agreed to write college letters of recommendation for the rising seniors.  

Details and a specific process is being worked on.  More to follow. 

Music Department: 

The Hastings School District is accepting applications to fill the position left open by the 

retirement of Mr. Jernigan. 

Independent study will continue to be offered for those students who can't fit band or 

orchestra into their schedules. 

Foreign Language AP Classes: 

HHS has decided to move away from the AP classes and exams offered in foreign 

languages because they don't reflect the way they are being taught at the school. Lou said 

they plan to offer another option: Level 4 and 5 Spanish and French classes through 

SUNY Albany that would be offered college credit. Latin 3 and 4 would also be offered. 

Lou said that colleges more readily accept credits from state university classes than AP 

classes. 

Tutoring Survey Update: 

The PTSA/school plans to survey parents of students in grades 7-12 about whether their 

children use tutors and, if so, in which subjects and why. Lou urged parents to be on the 

lookout for the survey, which was created by the PTSA, and to be honest in answering its 

questions. 

Cafeteria/Hallway Lunch Change: 

Students have been asked not to eat lunch in the school hallways because of the mess 

they leave behind, which has created a rodent problem. 

Challenge Success Update: 

A school committee consisting of staff and parents has been meeting weekly to discuss 

how to reduce student stress. 

Later Starting Time Pilot: The survey of HHS students by Challenge Success found 

that they were getting an average of 6.4 hours of sleep a night, far less than the 8-9 hours 

recommended. Lou is hoping to launch a 4-week pilot project this spring whereby the 

school day would start at 8:45 instead of 8:15. Extra help for students would be available 



before school and for 15 minutes at the end of the day. The pilot would just apply to 

HHS, not FMS, and Lou noted that the staggered start times might alleviate some of the 

traffic problems around the school. After the pilot, the school would look at whether it 

made a difference in terms of improved sleep, attendance, lateness, etc. 

Parent/Student Portal: Lou announced a plan to shut down the portals from 8 a.m. to 4 

p.m. to reduce the tendency that some students and parents have to constantly check 

grades. He noted that juniors reported checking the portal 5-6 times during the school 

day, and that parents had flooded the office with calls when the portal was down while 

teachers were entering grades during the midterms period. 

Used Book Fair: 

The annual book fair will be held March 6-9, and families are encouraged to drop off 

children's and adult books and games in the Hillside lobby during February. Volunteers 

are needed to take part in a giant Book Sort on March 2 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

Sign-up here: 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Vhv4pWxvzvCWESZb9WGS3u2kwLEU6mYSbu7d9ar5ZJM/edi

t?usp=sharing 

SEPTA Trivia Night: 

It was very successful, with over 100 people attending.  Proceeds from the event go to 

funding two scholarships for HHS seniors. 

SEPTA HHS Community Conversation: 

The parent event that was planned for February 25 will be rescheduled.   
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